HIE VICTORIANS AND  AFTER
such tame ideas they seem to us living in a time when virtually all have been carried out, became largely through the direction taken by the Trades Union movement, Fabianism, with its doctrine of the inevitability of gradualness But the movement was throughout shot with individualistic, more clearly Benthamite ideas, strangely at variance with the doctrines of Marx, which only at the end of our period really began to affect socialistic thought Morns, for all his "communism39, was a hero-worshipper, and Wells had his Samurai Nevertheless the old Victorian ideal of individualistic effort was decaying, this central middle-class idea was being attacked at the root
Perhaps, indeed, the most salient point about the age, apart from the idea of progress which began many generations earlier, and which is stil] a part of our outlook on life, is this individualism (different from the eighteenth-century idea of independence within a rigidly-defined social scheme) It was impossible under an aristocracy, with its ordered hiei-archy, but it fell in quite naturally with Utilitarianism, and the ideas of the French Revolution as found in Tom Fame's The Rights of Man The greatest happiness of the greatest number was to be achieved by individual freedom and individual effoit It was comforting to think that the miseries of the poor were due to their defects of character, Samuel Smiles's Self Help showed every robust and honest man the way to prospenty and if the poor perished, was not this according to the law of nature that Malthus had discovered**
But apart from that, the trend of imagination led to the hero To Garlyle, hero-worship was "a fact inexpressibly precious", he himself largely lived on the idea, which although he declared it to be out of fashion when he wrote, became one of the later characteristics of the period Most of those now of middle age were brought up under the shadow of great heroes Even Morns, though he wrote the socialistic News From Nowhere often enough glorified the hero So did Charles Kmgsley, and even Stevenson and it was this hero-worship, just as much as the political ideas of Empire Federation, or financial ideas such as tariffs, that was responsible for Imperialism How the idea of the individual as
24